62	THE ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR
the satisfactory relations between Austria and Russia which
had been established by the League of the Three Emperors.
In a conversation with Gorchakov at Berlin in December,
1875, he had already emphasized this.11 Germany herself,
as he repeatedly declared, had no selfish interests of her
own in the Balkans. "The whole Eastern question was not
worth the bones of a Pomeranian grenadier." 12 But the
danger of a split between Russia and Austria, or of the for-
mation of a European coalition in connection with the
Bosnian crisis, were very serious matters to him. Andrassy's
idea of a conference of the Powers he did not look upon
with favor, because he feared that Austria, would naturally
side with England and that Russia consequently might
draw closer to France. Gorchakov, he suspected, would not
be averse to flirting with France. But such a division of
Europe into an Anglo-Austrian and Franco-Russian group-
ing would place Germany in a delicate and dangerous posi-
tion : she would have the thankless task either of acting as
arbitrator between the two groups, or she would have to
cast in her vote on the Anglo-Austrian side, thus laying
Germany open to hostile Powers on two fronts. Such a
grouping would also endanger the League of the Three
Emperors and its safeguarding of the peace of Europe.*3
Meanwhile, however, Tsar Alexander and Emperor
Francis Joseph, accompanied by their Ministers, had come
together at Reichstadt and on July 8,1876, reached a secret
but somewhat hazy "agreement" without Bismarck's knowl-
edge. They agreed to refrain from intervention in Turkey
for the present. But for the future, if the Turks should
regain the upper hand over the insurgents, Russia and Aus-
tria would protect the Serbs from excessive violence and
insist upon real reforms. If, on the other hand, the insur-
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